
 
 

 
$52.8 MILLION TO DEVELOP THE SOCIAL ECONOMY  
Launch of the Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust  
 

Québec City, January 11, 2006 – The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will administer a 
$52.8 million patient capital fund for Québec's social economy enterprises. The Chantier de 
l'économie sociale and investors made the announcement in Québec City today. 
 
The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will draw on an unprecedented financial partnership 
comprising private and public funds to provide social economy enterprises (cooperatives and 
non-profit organizations) with innovative financial vehicles. The Trust's initial capitalization 
comes from several partners. Canada Economic Development is contributing $22.8 million, the 
FTQ's Fonds de solidarité is investing $12 million, the Québec government is investing $10 
million, and Fondaction, le Fonds de développement de la CSN pour la coopération et l’emploi, 
is contributing $8 million. This initiative is the fruit of a long process initiated by the Chantier in 
order to meet the capitalization needs of collectively owned and run businesses.  
 
With this fund, patient capital loans (for a 15-year period with capital reimbursement only at the 
end of the term) will be offered to social economy enterprises to cover their start-up, 
development, product and service improvement, acquisition, construction and building 
renovation costs. 
  
In its first five years of operation, the Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will invest $49 million 
and generate over $140 million in total investments. It will occupy a complementary niche, 
making it possible to respond to current financing limitations in the sector.  
 
"Social economy enterprises are an important link in Québec's economy. They produce and 
market socially responsible goods and services. They meet social needs that are inadequately 
or poorly served by the State and private enterprise. They are formidable tools for local and 
regional development, solidarity, democratic participation and anti-poverty action. In order to 
grow, they need financial instruments that are adapted to their mission and needs. Although 
diverse financial vehicles are available, none offer patient capital loans; furthermore, these 
enterprises do not have access to secondary markets that would provide them with additional 
capital. The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will make it possible for us to offer 
complementary and innovative products," stated Nancy Neamtan, president of the trustees' 
council of the Trust. 
 
Enterprises are invited to submit their financing applications beginning on February 1. The 
Trust has mandated the Réseau d'investissement social du Québec (RISQ) with the job of 
receiving and analyzing financing applications and transmitting its recommendations. 
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Individuals may contact the RISQ in Montréal at 514 866-2355 and in Québec City at 418 525-
5526, extension 2111 (www.fonds-risq.qc.ca).   
 
Regarding the Chantier de l'économie sociale 
 
The Chantier de l'économie sociale is an independent organisation whose principal mission   
the promotion and development of the social economy. A non-profit corporation, the Chantier’s 
membership is composed of networks of social economy business developers in multiple 
sectors, local development stakeholders and representatives of the major social movements. 
The Réseau d'investissement social du Québec is a non-profit venture capital fund created 
by the Chantier in 1997. Its mission is to deliver financial products that are adapted to the 
situation of social economy enterprises.  
 
In Québec, the social economy represents over 7000 collective enterprises that, in 
addition to financial cooperatives, generate sales of over $17.5 billion. Social economy 
enterprises arise from their communities. They are non-profit organizations and cooperatives 
that pursue a social mission. Independent of government and democratically administered, they 
promote both individual and collective participation. For these enterprises, capital and cash are a 
means for serving the community and their members.  
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making it possible to respond to current financing limitations in the sector.  
 
"Social economy enterprises are an important link in Québec's economy. They produce and 
market socially responsible goods and services. They meet social needs that are inadequately 
or poorly served by the State and private enterprise. They are formidable tools for local and 
regional development, solidarity, democratic participation and anti-poverty action. In order to 
grow, they need financial instruments that are adapted to their mission and needs. Although 
diverse financial vehicles are available, none offer patient capital loans; furthermore, these 
enterprises do not have access to secondary markets that would provide them with additional 
capital. The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will make it possible for us to offer 
complementary and innovative products," stated Nancy Neamtan, president of the trustees' 
council of the Trust. 
 
Enterprises are invited to submit their financing applications beginning on February 1. The 
Trust has mandated the Réseau d'investissement social du Québec (RISQ) with the job of 
receiving and analyzing financing applications and transmitting its recommendations. 
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enterprises arise from their communities. They are non-profit organizations and cooperatives 
that pursue a social mission. Independent of government and democratically administered, they 
promote both individual and collective participation. For these enterprises, capital and cash are a 
means for serving the community and their members.  
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$52.8 million patient capital fund for Québec's social economy enterprises. The Chantier de 
l'économie sociale and investors made the announcement in Québec City today. 
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non-profit organizations) with innovative financial vehicles. The Trust's initial capitalization 
comes from several partners. Canada Economic Development is contributing $22.8 million, the 
FTQ's Fonds de solidarité is investing $12 million, the Québec government is investing $10 
million, and Fondaction, le Fonds de développement de la CSN pour la coopération et l’emploi, 
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In its first five years of operation, the Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will invest $49 million 
and generate over $140 million in total investments. It will occupy a complementary niche, 
making it possible to respond to current financing limitations in the sector.  
 
"Social economy enterprises are an important link in Québec's economy. They produce and 
market socially responsible goods and services. They meet social needs that are inadequately 
or poorly served by the State and private enterprise. They are formidable tools for local and 
regional development, solidarity, democratic participation and anti-poverty action. In order to 
grow, they need financial instruments that are adapted to their mission and needs. Although 
diverse financial vehicles are available, none offer patient capital loans; furthermore, these 
enterprises do not have access to secondary markets that would provide them with additional 
capital. The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will make it possible for us to offer 
complementary and innovative products," stated Nancy Neamtan, president of the trustees' 
council of the Trust. 
 
Enterprises are invited to submit their financing applications beginning on February 1. The 
Trust has mandated the Réseau d'investissement social du Québec (RISQ) with the job of 
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l'économie sociale and investors made the announcement in Québec City today. 
 
The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will draw on an unprecedented financial partnership 
comprising private and public funds to provide social economy enterprises (cooperatives and 
non-profit organizations) with innovative financial vehicles. The Trust's initial capitalization 
comes from several partners. Canada Economic Development is contributing $22.8 million, the 
FTQ's Fonds de solidarité is investing $12 million, the Québec government is investing $10 
million, and Fondaction, le Fonds de développement de la CSN pour la coopération et l’emploi, 
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renovation costs. 
  
In its first five years of operation, the Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will invest $49 million 
and generate over $140 million in total investments. It will occupy a complementary niche, 
making it possible to respond to current financing limitations in the sector.  
 
"Social economy enterprises are an important link in Québec's economy. They produce and 
market socially responsible goods and services. They meet social needs that are inadequately 
or poorly served by the State and private enterprise. They are formidable tools for local and 
regional development, solidarity, democratic participation and anti-poverty action. In order to 
grow, they need financial instruments that are adapted to their mission and needs. Although 
diverse financial vehicles are available, none offer patient capital loans; furthermore, these 
enterprises do not have access to secondary markets that would provide them with additional 
capital. The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will make it possible for us to offer 
complementary and innovative products," stated Nancy Neamtan, president of the trustees' 
council of the Trust. 
 
Enterprises are invited to submit their financing applications beginning on February 1. The 
Trust has mandated the Réseau d'investissement social du Québec (RISQ) with the job of 
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In Québec, the social economy represents over 7000 collective enterprises that, in 
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comes from several partners. Canada Economic Development is contributing $22.8 million, the 
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million, and Fondaction, le Fonds de développement de la CSN pour la coopération et l’emploi, 
is contributing $8 million. This initiative is the fruit of a long process initiated by the Chantier in 
order to meet the capitalization needs of collectively owned and run businesses.  
 
With this fund, patient capital loans (for a 15-year period with capital reimbursement only at the 
end of the term) will be offered to social economy enterprises to cover their start-up, 
development, product and service improvement, acquisition, construction and building 
renovation costs. 
  
In its first five years of operation, the Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will invest $49 million 
and generate over $140 million in total investments. It will occupy a complementary niche, 
making it possible to respond to current financing limitations in the sector.  
 
"Social economy enterprises are an important link in Québec's economy. They produce and 
market socially responsible goods and services. They meet social needs that are inadequately 
or poorly served by the State and private enterprise. They are formidable tools for local and 
regional development, solidarity, democratic participation and anti-poverty action. In order to 
grow, they need financial instruments that are adapted to their mission and needs. Although 
diverse financial vehicles are available, none offer patient capital loans; furthermore, these 
enterprises do not have access to secondary markets that would provide them with additional 
capital. The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will make it possible for us to offer 
complementary and innovative products," stated Nancy Neamtan, president of the trustees' 
council of the Trust. 
 
Enterprises are invited to submit their financing applications beginning on February 1. The 
Trust has mandated the Réseau d'investissement social du Québec (RISQ) with the job of 
receiving and analyzing financing applications and transmitting its recommendations. 
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by the Chantier in 1997. Its mission is to deliver financial products that are adapted to the 
situation of social economy enterprises.  
 
In Québec, the social economy represents over 7000 collective enterprises that, in 
addition to financial cooperatives, generate sales of over $17.5 billion. Social economy 
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that pursue a social mission. Independent of government and democratically administered, they 
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is contributing $8 million. This initiative is the fruit of a long process initiated by the Chantier in 
order to meet the capitalization needs of collectively owned and run businesses.  
 
With this fund, patient capital loans (for a 15-year period with capital reimbursement only at the 
end of the term) will be offered to social economy enterprises to cover their start-up, 
development, product and service improvement, acquisition, construction and building 
renovation costs. 
  
In its first five years of operation, the Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will invest $49 million 
and generate over $140 million in total investments. It will occupy a complementary niche, 
making it possible to respond to current financing limitations in the sector.  
 
"Social economy enterprises are an important link in Québec's economy. They produce and 
market socially responsible goods and services. They meet social needs that are inadequately 
or poorly served by the State and private enterprise. They are formidable tools for local and 
regional development, solidarity, democratic participation and anti-poverty action. In order to 
grow, they need financial instruments that are adapted to their mission and needs. Although 
diverse financial vehicles are available, none offer patient capital loans; furthermore, these 
enterprises do not have access to secondary markets that would provide them with additional 
capital. The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will make it possible for us to offer 
complementary and innovative products," stated Nancy Neamtan, president of the trustees' 
council of the Trust. 
 
Enterprises are invited to submit their financing applications beginning on February 1. The 
Trust has mandated the Réseau d'investissement social du Québec (RISQ) with the job of 
receiving and analyzing financing applications and transmitting its recommendations. 
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by the Chantier in 1997. Its mission is to deliver financial products that are adapted to the 
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In Québec, the social economy represents over 7000 collective enterprises that, in 
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order to meet the capitalization needs of collectively owned and run businesses.  
 
With this fund, patient capital loans (for a 15-year period with capital reimbursement only at the 
end of the term) will be offered to social economy enterprises to cover their start-up, 
development, product and service improvement, acquisition, construction and building 
renovation costs. 
  
In its first five years of operation, the Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will invest $49 million 
and generate over $140 million in total investments. It will occupy a complementary niche, 
making it possible to respond to current financing limitations in the sector.  
 
"Social economy enterprises are an important link in Québec's economy. They produce and 
market socially responsible goods and services. They meet social needs that are inadequately 
or poorly served by the State and private enterprise. They are formidable tools for local and 
regional development, solidarity, democratic participation and anti-poverty action. In order to 
grow, they need financial instruments that are adapted to their mission and needs. Although 
diverse financial vehicles are available, none offer patient capital loans; furthermore, these 
enterprises do not have access to secondary markets that would provide them with additional 
capital. The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will make it possible for us to offer 
complementary and innovative products," stated Nancy Neamtan, president of the trustees' 
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Trust has mandated the Réseau d'investissement social du Québec (RISQ) with the job of 
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In its first five years of operation, the Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will invest $49 million 
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making it possible to respond to current financing limitations in the sector.  
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market socially responsible goods and services. They meet social needs that are inadequately 
or poorly served by the State and private enterprise. They are formidable tools for local and 
regional development, solidarity, democratic participation and anti-poverty action. In order to 
grow, they need financial instruments that are adapted to their mission and needs. Although 
diverse financial vehicles are available, none offer patient capital loans; furthermore, these 
enterprises do not have access to secondary markets that would provide them with additional 
capital. The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will make it possible for us to offer 
complementary and innovative products," stated Nancy Neamtan, president of the trustees' 
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Enterprises are invited to submit their financing applications beginning on February 1. The 
Trust has mandated the Réseau d'investissement social du Québec (RISQ) with the job of 
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receiving and analyzing financing applications and transmitting its recommendations. 
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Individuals may contact the RISQ in Montréal at 514 866-2355 and in Québec City at 418 525-
5526, extension 2111 (www.fonds-risq.qc.ca).   
 
Regarding the Chantier de l'économie sociale 
 
The Chantier de l'économie sociale is an independent organisation whose principal mission   
the promotion and development of the social economy. A non-profit corporation, the Chantier’s 
membership is composed of networks of social economy business developers in multiple 
sectors, local development stakeholders and representatives of the major social movements. 
The Réseau d'investissement social du Québec is a non-profit venture capital fund created 
by the Chantier in 1997. Its mission is to deliver financial products that are adapted to the 
situation of social economy enterprises.  
 
In Québec, the social economy represents over 7000 collective enterprises that, in 
addition to financial cooperatives, generate sales of over $17.5 billion. Social economy 
enterprises arise from their communities. They are non-profit organizations and cooperatives 
that pursue a social mission. Independent of government and democratically administered, they 
promote both individual and collective participation. For these enterprises, capital and cash are a 
means for serving the community and their members.  
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In its first five years of operation, the Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will invest $49 million 
and generate over $140 million in total investments. It will occupy a complementary niche, 
making it possible to respond to current financing limitations in the sector.  
 
"Social economy enterprises are an important link in Québec's economy. They produce and 
market socially responsible goods and services. They meet social needs that are inadequately 
or poorly served by the State and private enterprise. They are formidable tools for local and 
regional development, solidarity, democratic participation and anti-poverty action. In order to 
grow, they need financial instruments that are adapted to their mission and needs. Although 
diverse financial vehicles are available, none offer patient capital loans; furthermore, these 
enterprises do not have access to secondary markets that would provide them with additional 
capital. The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will make it possible for us to offer 
complementary and innovative products," stated Nancy Neamtan, president of the trustees' 
council of the Trust. 
 
Enterprises are invited to submit their financing applications beginning on February 1. The 
Trust has mandated the Réseau d'investissement social du Québec (RISQ) with the job of 
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In Québec, the social economy represents over 7000 collective enterprises that, in 
addition to financial cooperatives, generate sales of over $17.5 billion. Social economy 
enterprises arise from their communities. They are non-profit organizations and cooperatives 
that pursue a social mission. Independent of government and democratically administered, they 
promote both individual and collective participation. For these enterprises, capital and cash are a 
means for serving the community and their members.  
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Québec City, January 11, 2006 – The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will administer a 
$52.8 million patient capital fund for Québec's social economy enterprises. The Chantier de 
l'économie sociale and investors made the announcement in Québec City today. 
 
The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will draw on an unprecedented financial partnership 
comprising private and public funds to provide social economy enterprises (cooperatives and 
non-profit organizations) with innovative financial vehicles. The Trust's initial capitalization 
comes from several partners. Canada Economic Development is contributing $22.8 million, the 
FTQ's Fonds de solidarité is investing $12 million, the Québec government is investing $10 
million, and Fondaction, le Fonds de développement de la CSN pour la coopération et l’emploi, 
is contributing $8 million. This initiative is the fruit of a long process initiated by the Chantier in 
order to meet the capitalization needs of collectively owned and run businesses.  
 
With this fund, patient capital loans (for a 15-year period with capital reimbursement only at the 
end of the term) will be offered to social economy enterprises to cover their start-up, 
development, product and service improvement, acquisition, construction and building 
renovation costs. 
  
In its first five years of operation, the Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will invest $49 million 
and generate over $140 million in total investments. It will occupy a complementary niche, 
making it possible to respond to current financing limitations in the sector.  
 
"Social economy enterprises are an important link in Québec's economy. They produce and 
market socially responsible goods and services. They meet social needs that are inadequately 
or poorly served by the State and private enterprise. They are formidable tools for local and 
regional development, solidarity, democratic participation and anti-poverty action. In order to 
grow, they need financial instruments that are adapted to their mission and needs. Although 
diverse financial vehicles are available, none offer patient capital loans; furthermore, these 
enterprises do not have access to secondary markets that would provide them with additional 
capital. The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will make it possible for us to offer 
complementary and innovative products," stated Nancy Neamtan, president of the trustees' 
council of the Trust. 
 
Enterprises are invited to submit their financing applications beginning on February 1. The 
Trust has mandated the Réseau d'investissement social du Québec (RISQ) with the job of 
receiving and analyzing financing applications and transmitting its recommendations. 
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The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will draw on an unprecedented financial partnership 
comprising private and public funds to provide social economy enterprises (cooperatives and 
non-profit organizations) with innovative financial vehicles. The Trust's initial capitalization 
comes from several partners. Canada Economic Development is contributing $22.8 million, the 
FTQ's Fonds de solidarité is investing $12 million, the Québec government is investing $10 
million, and Fondaction, le Fonds de développement de la CSN pour la coopération et l’emploi, 
is contributing $8 million. This initiative is the fruit of a long process initiated by the Chantier in 
order to meet the capitalization needs of collectively owned and run businesses.  
 
With this fund, patient capital loans (for a 15-year period with capital reimbursement only at the 
end of the term) will be offered to social economy enterprises to cover their start-up, 
development, product and service improvement, acquisition, construction and building 
renovation costs. 
  
In its first five years of operation, the Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will invest $49 million 
and generate over $140 million in total investments. It will occupy a complementary niche, 
making it possible to respond to current financing limitations in the sector.  
 
"Social economy enterprises are an important link in Québec's economy. They produce and 
market socially responsible goods and services. They meet social needs that are inadequately 
or poorly served by the State and private enterprise. They are formidable tools for local and 
regional development, solidarity, democratic participation and anti-poverty action. In order to 
grow, they need financial instruments that are adapted to their mission and needs. Although 
diverse financial vehicles are available, none offer patient capital loans; furthermore, these 
enterprises do not have access to secondary markets that would provide them with additional 
capital. The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will make it possible for us to offer 
complementary and innovative products," stated Nancy Neamtan, president of the trustees' 
council of the Trust. 
 
Enterprises are invited to submit their financing applications beginning on February 1. The 
Trust has mandated the Réseau d'investissement social du Québec (RISQ) with the job of 
receiving and analyzing financing applications and transmitting its recommendations. 
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that pursue a social mission. Independent of government and democratically administered, they 
promote both individual and collective participation. For these enterprises, capital and cash are a 
means for serving the community and their members.  
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In its first five years of operation, the Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will invest $49 million 
and generate over $140 million in total investments. It will occupy a complementary niche, 
making it possible to respond to current financing limitations in the sector.  
 
"Social economy enterprises are an important link in Québec's economy. They produce and 
market socially responsible goods and services. They meet social needs that are inadequately 
or poorly served by the State and private enterprise. They are formidable tools for local and 
regional development, solidarity, democratic participation and anti-poverty action. In order to 
grow, they need financial instruments that are adapted to their mission and needs. Although 
diverse financial vehicles are available, none offer patient capital loans; furthermore, these 
enterprises do not have access to secondary markets that would provide them with additional 
capital. The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will make it possible for us to offer 
complementary and innovative products," stated Nancy Neamtan, president of the trustees' 
council of the Trust. 
 
Enterprises are invited to submit their financing applications beginning on February 1. The 
Trust has mandated the Réseau d'investissement social du Québec (RISQ) with the job of 
receiving and analyzing financing applications and transmitting its recommendations. 
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Individuals may contact the RISQ in Montréal at 514 866-2355 and in Québec City at 418 525-
5526, extension 2111 (www.fonds-risq.qc.ca).   
 
Regarding the Chantier de l'économie sociale 
 
The Chantier de l'économie sociale is an independent organisation whose principal mission   
the promotion and development of the social economy. A non-profit corporation, the Chantier’s 
membership is composed of networks of social economy business developers in multiple 
sectors, local development stakeholders and representatives of the major social movements. 
The Réseau d'investissement social du Québec is a non-profit venture capital fund created 
by the Chantier in 1997. Its mission is to deliver financial products that are adapted to the 
situation of social economy enterprises.  
 
In Québec, the social economy represents over 7000 collective enterprises that, in 
addition to financial cooperatives, generate sales of over $17.5 billion. Social economy 
enterprises arise from their communities. They are non-profit organizations and cooperatives 
that pursue a social mission. Independent of government and democratically administered, they 
promote both individual and collective participation. For these enterprises, capital and cash are a 
means for serving the community and their members.  
 
 

– 30 – 
 
Information: www.chantier.qc.ca 
 
Élise Desjardins 
Communication Director 
Chantier de l’économie sociale 
514 899-9916, extension 226 
514 795-8444 (cell) 
 



 
 

 
$52.8 MILLION TO DEVELOP THE SOCIAL ECONOMY  
Launch of the Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust  
 

Québec City, January 11, 2006 – The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will administer a 
$52.8 million patient capital fund for Québec's social economy enterprises. The Chantier de 
l'économie sociale and investors made the announcement in Québec City today. 
 
The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will draw on an unprecedented financial partnership 
comprising private and public funds to provide social economy enterprises (cooperatives and 
non-profit organizations) with innovative financial vehicles. The Trust's initial capitalization 
comes from several partners. Canada Economic Development is contributing $22.8 million, the 
FTQ's Fonds de solidarité is investing $12 million, the Québec government is investing $10 
million, and Fondaction, le Fonds de développement de la CSN pour la coopération et l’emploi, 
is contributing $8 million. This initiative is the fruit of a long process initiated by the Chantier in 
order to meet the capitalization needs of collectively owned and run businesses.  
 
With this fund, patient capital loans (for a 15-year period with capital reimbursement only at the 
end of the term) will be offered to social economy enterprises to cover their start-up, 
development, product and service improvement, acquisition, construction and building 
renovation costs. 
  
In its first five years of operation, the Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will invest $49 million 
and generate over $140 million in total investments. It will occupy a complementary niche, 
making it possible to respond to current financing limitations in the sector.  
 
"Social economy enterprises are an important link in Québec's economy. They produce and 
market socially responsible goods and services. They meet social needs that are inadequately 
or poorly served by the State and private enterprise. They are formidable tools for local and 
regional development, solidarity, democratic participation and anti-poverty action. In order to 
grow, they need financial instruments that are adapted to their mission and needs. Although 
diverse financial vehicles are available, none offer patient capital loans; furthermore, these 
enterprises do not have access to secondary markets that would provide them with additional 
capital. The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will make it possible for us to offer 
complementary and innovative products," stated Nancy Neamtan, president of the trustees' 
council of the Trust. 
 
Enterprises are invited to submit their financing applications beginning on February 1. The 
Trust has mandated the Réseau d'investissement social du Québec (RISQ) with the job of 
receiving and analyzing financing applications and transmitting its recommendations. 

News Release 
For immediate release 

 



Chantier de l’économie sociale, 4200, rue Adam, Montréal, H1V 1S9, t. 514 899-9916  
 ecosoci@chantier.qc.ca    www.chantier.qc.ca  

2 

Individuals may contact the RISQ in Montréal at 514 866-2355 and in Québec City at 418 525-
5526, extension 2111 (www.fonds-risq.qc.ca).   
 
Regarding the Chantier de l'économie sociale 
 
The Chantier de l'économie sociale is an independent organisation whose principal mission   
the promotion and development of the social economy. A non-profit corporation, the Chantier’s 
membership is composed of networks of social economy business developers in multiple 
sectors, local development stakeholders and representatives of the major social movements. 
The Réseau d'investissement social du Québec is a non-profit venture capital fund created 
by the Chantier in 1997. Its mission is to deliver financial products that are adapted to the 
situation of social economy enterprises.  
 
In Québec, the social economy represents over 7000 collective enterprises that, in 
addition to financial cooperatives, generate sales of over $17.5 billion. Social economy 
enterprises arise from their communities. They are non-profit organizations and cooperatives 
that pursue a social mission. Independent of government and democratically administered, they 
promote both individual and collective participation. For these enterprises, capital and cash are a 
means for serving the community and their members.  
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$52.8 MILLION TO DEVELOP THE SOCIAL ECONOMY  
Launch of the Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust  
 

Québec City, January 11, 2006 – The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will administer a 
$52.8 million patient capital fund for Québec's social economy enterprises. The Chantier de 
l'économie sociale and investors made the announcement in Québec City today. 
 
The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will draw on an unprecedented financial partnership 
comprising private and public funds to provide social economy enterprises (cooperatives and 
non-profit organizations) with innovative financial vehicles. The Trust's initial capitalization 
comes from several partners. Canada Economic Development is contributing $22.8 million, the 
FTQ's Fonds de solidarité is investing $12 million, the Québec government is investing $10 
million, and Fondaction, le Fonds de développement de la CSN pour la coopération et l’emploi, 
is contributing $8 million. This initiative is the fruit of a long process initiated by the Chantier in 
order to meet the capitalization needs of collectively owned and run businesses.  
 
With this fund, patient capital loans (for a 15-year period with capital reimbursement only at the 
end of the term) will be offered to social economy enterprises to cover their start-up, 
development, product and service improvement, acquisition, construction and building 
renovation costs. 
  
In its first five years of operation, the Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will invest $49 million 
and generate over $140 million in total investments. It will occupy a complementary niche, 
making it possible to respond to current financing limitations in the sector.  
 
"Social economy enterprises are an important link in Québec's economy. They produce and 
market socially responsible goods and services. They meet social needs that are inadequately 
or poorly served by the State and private enterprise. They are formidable tools for local and 
regional development, solidarity, democratic participation and anti-poverty action. In order to 
grow, they need financial instruments that are adapted to their mission and needs. Although 
diverse financial vehicles are available, none offer patient capital loans; furthermore, these 
enterprises do not have access to secondary markets that would provide them with additional 
capital. The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will make it possible for us to offer 
complementary and innovative products," stated Nancy Neamtan, president of the trustees' 
council of the Trust. 
 
Enterprises are invited to submit their financing applications beginning on February 1. The 
Trust has mandated the Réseau d'investissement social du Québec (RISQ) with the job of 
receiving and analyzing financing applications and transmitting its recommendations. 
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Individuals may contact the RISQ in Montréal at 514 866-2355 and in Québec City at 418 525-
5526, extension 2111 (www.fonds-risq.qc.ca).   
 
Regarding the Chantier de l'économie sociale 
 
The Chantier de l'économie sociale is an independent organisation whose principal mission   
the promotion and development of the social economy. A non-profit corporation, the Chantier’s 
membership is composed of networks of social economy business developers in multiple 
sectors, local development stakeholders and representatives of the major social movements. 
The Réseau d'investissement social du Québec is a non-profit venture capital fund created 
by the Chantier in 1997. Its mission is to deliver financial products that are adapted to the 
situation of social economy enterprises.  
 
In Québec, the social economy represents over 7000 collective enterprises that, in 
addition to financial cooperatives, generate sales of over $17.5 billion. Social economy 
enterprises arise from their communities. They are non-profit organizations and cooperatives 
that pursue a social mission. Independent of government and democratically administered, they 
promote both individual and collective participation. For these enterprises, capital and cash are a 
means for serving the community and their members.  
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$52.8 MILLION TO DEVELOP THE SOCIAL ECONOMY  
Launch of the Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust  
 

Québec City, January 11, 2006 – The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will administer a 
$52.8 million patient capital fund for Québec's social economy enterprises. The Chantier de 
l'économie sociale and investors made the announcement in Québec City today. 
 
The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will draw on an unprecedented financial partnership 
comprising private and public funds to provide social economy enterprises (cooperatives and 
non-profit organizations) with innovative financial vehicles. The Trust's initial capitalization 
comes from several partners. Canada Economic Development is contributing $22.8 million, the 
FTQ's Fonds de solidarité is investing $12 million, the Québec government is investing $10 
million, and Fondaction, le Fonds de développement de la CSN pour la coopération et l’emploi, 
is contributing $8 million. This initiative is the fruit of a long process initiated by the Chantier in 
order to meet the capitalization needs of collectively owned and run businesses.  
 
With this fund, patient capital loans (for a 15-year period with capital reimbursement only at the 
end of the term) will be offered to social economy enterprises to cover their start-up, 
development, product and service improvement, acquisition, construction and building 
renovation costs. 
  
In its first five years of operation, the Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will invest $49 million 
and generate over $140 million in total investments. It will occupy a complementary niche, 
making it possible to respond to current financing limitations in the sector.  
 
"Social economy enterprises are an important link in Québec's economy. They produce and 
market socially responsible goods and services. They meet social needs that are inadequately 
or poorly served by the State and private enterprise. They are formidable tools for local and 
regional development, solidarity, democratic participation and anti-poverty action. In order to 
grow, they need financial instruments that are adapted to their mission and needs. Although 
diverse financial vehicles are available, none offer patient capital loans; furthermore, these 
enterprises do not have access to secondary markets that would provide them with additional 
capital. The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will make it possible for us to offer 
complementary and innovative products," stated Nancy Neamtan, president of the trustees' 
council of the Trust. 
 
Enterprises are invited to submit their financing applications beginning on February 1. The 
Trust has mandated the Réseau d'investissement social du Québec (RISQ) with the job of 
receiving and analyzing financing applications and transmitting its recommendations. 
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Individuals may contact the RISQ in Montréal at 514 866-2355 and in Québec City at 418 525-
5526, extension 2111 (www.fonds-risq.qc.ca).   
 
Regarding the Chantier de l'économie sociale 
 
The Chantier de l'économie sociale is an independent organisation whose principal mission   
the promotion and development of the social economy. A non-profit corporation, the Chantier’s 
membership is composed of networks of social economy business developers in multiple 
sectors, local development stakeholders and representatives of the major social movements. 
The Réseau d'investissement social du Québec is a non-profit venture capital fund created 
by the Chantier in 1997. Its mission is to deliver financial products that are adapted to the 
situation of social economy enterprises.  
 
In Québec, the social economy represents over 7000 collective enterprises that, in 
addition to financial cooperatives, generate sales of over $17.5 billion. Social economy 
enterprises arise from their communities. They are non-profit organizations and cooperatives 
that pursue a social mission. Independent of government and democratically administered, they 
promote both individual and collective participation. For these enterprises, capital and cash are a 
means for serving the community and their members.  
 
 

– 30 – 
 
Information: www.chantier.qc.ca 
 
Élise Desjardins 
Communication Director 
Chantier de l’économie sociale 
514 899-9916, extension 226 
514 795-8444 (cell) 
 



 
 

 
$52.8 MILLION TO DEVELOP THE SOCIAL ECONOMY  
Launch of the Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust  
 

Québec City, January 11, 2006 – The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will administer a 
$52.8 million patient capital fund for Québec's social economy enterprises. The Chantier de 
l'économie sociale and investors made the announcement in Québec City today. 
 
The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will draw on an unprecedented financial partnership 
comprising private and public funds to provide social economy enterprises (cooperatives and 
non-profit organizations) with innovative financial vehicles. The Trust's initial capitalization 
comes from several partners. Canada Economic Development is contributing $22.8 million, the 
FTQ's Fonds de solidarité is investing $12 million, the Québec government is investing $10 
million, and Fondaction, le Fonds de développement de la CSN pour la coopération et l’emploi, 
is contributing $8 million. This initiative is the fruit of a long process initiated by the Chantier in 
order to meet the capitalization needs of collectively owned and run businesses.  
 
With this fund, patient capital loans (for a 15-year period with capital reimbursement only at the 
end of the term) will be offered to social economy enterprises to cover their start-up, 
development, product and service improvement, acquisition, construction and building 
renovation costs. 
  
In its first five years of operation, the Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will invest $49 million 
and generate over $140 million in total investments. It will occupy a complementary niche, 
making it possible to respond to current financing limitations in the sector.  
 
"Social economy enterprises are an important link in Québec's economy. They produce and 
market socially responsible goods and services. They meet social needs that are inadequately 
or poorly served by the State and private enterprise. They are formidable tools for local and 
regional development, solidarity, democratic participation and anti-poverty action. In order to 
grow, they need financial instruments that are adapted to their mission and needs. Although 
diverse financial vehicles are available, none offer patient capital loans; furthermore, these 
enterprises do not have access to secondary markets that would provide them with additional 
capital. The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will make it possible for us to offer 
complementary and innovative products," stated Nancy Neamtan, president of the trustees' 
council of the Trust. 
 
Enterprises are invited to submit their financing applications beginning on February 1. The 
Trust has mandated the Réseau d'investissement social du Québec (RISQ) with the job of 
receiving and analyzing financing applications and transmitting its recommendations. 
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Individuals may contact the RISQ in Montréal at 514 866-2355 and in Québec City at 418 525-
5526, extension 2111 (www.fonds-risq.qc.ca).   
 
Regarding the Chantier de l'économie sociale 
 
The Chantier de l'économie sociale is an independent organisation whose principal mission   
the promotion and development of the social economy. A non-profit corporation, the Chantier’s 
membership is composed of networks of social economy business developers in multiple 
sectors, local development stakeholders and representatives of the major social movements. 
The Réseau d'investissement social du Québec is a non-profit venture capital fund created 
by the Chantier in 1997. Its mission is to deliver financial products that are adapted to the 
situation of social economy enterprises.  
 
In Québec, the social economy represents over 7000 collective enterprises that, in 
addition to financial cooperatives, generate sales of over $17.5 billion. Social economy 
enterprises arise from their communities. They are non-profit organizations and cooperatives 
that pursue a social mission. Independent of government and democratically administered, they 
promote both individual and collective participation. For these enterprises, capital and cash are a 
means for serving the community and their members.  
 
 

– 30 – 
 
Information: www.chantier.qc.ca 
 
Élise Desjardins 
Communication Director 
Chantier de l’économie sociale 
514 899-9916, extension 226 
514 795-8444 (cell) 
 



 
 

 
$52.8 MILLION TO DEVELOP THE SOCIAL ECONOMY  
Launch of the Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust  
 

Québec City, January 11, 2006 – The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will administer a 
$52.8 million patient capital fund for Québec's social economy enterprises. The Chantier de 
l'économie sociale and investors made the announcement in Québec City today. 
 
The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will draw on an unprecedented financial partnership 
comprising private and public funds to provide social economy enterprises (cooperatives and 
non-profit organizations) with innovative financial vehicles. The Trust's initial capitalization 
comes from several partners. Canada Economic Development is contributing $22.8 million, the 
FTQ's Fonds de solidarité is investing $12 million, the Québec government is investing $10 
million, and Fondaction, le Fonds de développement de la CSN pour la coopération et l’emploi, 
is contributing $8 million. This initiative is the fruit of a long process initiated by the Chantier in 
order to meet the capitalization needs of collectively owned and run businesses.  
 
With this fund, patient capital loans (for a 15-year period with capital reimbursement only at the 
end of the term) will be offered to social economy enterprises to cover their start-up, 
development, product and service improvement, acquisition, construction and building 
renovation costs. 
  
In its first five years of operation, the Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will invest $49 million 
and generate over $140 million in total investments. It will occupy a complementary niche, 
making it possible to respond to current financing limitations in the sector.  
 
"Social economy enterprises are an important link in Québec's economy. They produce and 
market socially responsible goods and services. They meet social needs that are inadequately 
or poorly served by the State and private enterprise. They are formidable tools for local and 
regional development, solidarity, democratic participation and anti-poverty action. In order to 
grow, they need financial instruments that are adapted to their mission and needs. Although 
diverse financial vehicles are available, none offer patient capital loans; furthermore, these 
enterprises do not have access to secondary markets that would provide them with additional 
capital. The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will make it possible for us to offer 
complementary and innovative products," stated Nancy Neamtan, president of the trustees' 
council of the Trust. 
 
Enterprises are invited to submit their financing applications beginning on February 1. The 
Trust has mandated the Réseau d'investissement social du Québec (RISQ) with the job of 
receiving and analyzing financing applications and transmitting its recommendations. 
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Individuals may contact the RISQ in Montréal at 514 866-2355 and in Québec City at 418 525-
5526, extension 2111 (www.fonds-risq.qc.ca).   
 
Regarding the Chantier de l'économie sociale 
 
The Chantier de l'économie sociale is an independent organisation whose principal mission   
the promotion and development of the social economy. A non-profit corporation, the Chantier’s 
membership is composed of networks of social economy business developers in multiple 
sectors, local development stakeholders and representatives of the major social movements. 
The Réseau d'investissement social du Québec is a non-profit venture capital fund created 
by the Chantier in 1997. Its mission is to deliver financial products that are adapted to the 
situation of social economy enterprises.  
 
In Québec, the social economy represents over 7000 collective enterprises that, in 
addition to financial cooperatives, generate sales of over $17.5 billion. Social economy 
enterprises arise from their communities. They are non-profit organizations and cooperatives 
that pursue a social mission. Independent of government and democratically administered, they 
promote both individual and collective participation. For these enterprises, capital and cash are a 
means for serving the community and their members.  
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$52.8 MILLION TO DEVELOP THE SOCIAL ECONOMY  
Launch of the Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust  
 

Québec City, January 11, 2006 – The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will administer a 
$52.8 million patient capital fund for Québec's social economy enterprises. The Chantier de 
l'économie sociale and investors made the announcement in Québec City today. 
 
The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will draw on an unprecedented financial partnership 
comprising private and public funds to provide social economy enterprises (cooperatives and 
non-profit organizations) with innovative financial vehicles. The Trust's initial capitalization 
comes from several partners. Canada Economic Development is contributing $22.8 million, the 
FTQ's Fonds de solidarité is investing $12 million, the Québec government is investing $10 
million, and Fondaction, le Fonds de développement de la CSN pour la coopération et l’emploi, 
is contributing $8 million. This initiative is the fruit of a long process initiated by the Chantier in 
order to meet the capitalization needs of collectively owned and run businesses.  
 
With this fund, patient capital loans (for a 15-year period with capital reimbursement only at the 
end of the term) will be offered to social economy enterprises to cover their start-up, 
development, product and service improvement, acquisition, construction and building 
renovation costs. 
  
In its first five years of operation, the Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will invest $49 million 
and generate over $140 million in total investments. It will occupy a complementary niche, 
making it possible to respond to current financing limitations in the sector.  
 
"Social economy enterprises are an important link in Québec's economy. They produce and 
market socially responsible goods and services. They meet social needs that are inadequately 
or poorly served by the State and private enterprise. They are formidable tools for local and 
regional development, solidarity, democratic participation and anti-poverty action. In order to 
grow, they need financial instruments that are adapted to their mission and needs. Although 
diverse financial vehicles are available, none offer patient capital loans; furthermore, these 
enterprises do not have access to secondary markets that would provide them with additional 
capital. The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will make it possible for us to offer 
complementary and innovative products," stated Nancy Neamtan, president of the trustees' 
council of the Trust. 
 
Enterprises are invited to submit their financing applications beginning on February 1. The 
Trust has mandated the Réseau d'investissement social du Québec (RISQ) with the job of 
receiving and analyzing financing applications and transmitting its recommendations. 
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Individuals may contact the RISQ in Montréal at 514 866-2355 and in Québec City at 418 525-
5526, extension 2111 (www.fonds-risq.qc.ca).   
 
Regarding the Chantier de l'économie sociale 
 
The Chantier de l'économie sociale is an independent organisation whose principal mission   
the promotion and development of the social economy. A non-profit corporation, the Chantier’s 
membership is composed of networks of social economy business developers in multiple 
sectors, local development stakeholders and representatives of the major social movements. 
The Réseau d'investissement social du Québec is a non-profit venture capital fund created 
by the Chantier in 1997. Its mission is to deliver financial products that are adapted to the 
situation of social economy enterprises.  
 
In Québec, the social economy represents over 7000 collective enterprises that, in 
addition to financial cooperatives, generate sales of over $17.5 billion. Social economy 
enterprises arise from their communities. They are non-profit organizations and cooperatives 
that pursue a social mission. Independent of government and democratically administered, they 
promote both individual and collective participation. For these enterprises, capital and cash are a 
means for serving the community and their members.  
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$52.8 MILLION TO DEVELOP THE SOCIAL ECONOMY  
Launch of the Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust  
 

Québec City, January 11, 2006 – The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will administer a 
$52.8 million patient capital fund for Québec's social economy enterprises. The Chantier de 
l'économie sociale and investors made the announcement in Québec City today. 
 
The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will draw on an unprecedented financial partnership 
comprising private and public funds to provide social economy enterprises (cooperatives and 
non-profit organizations) with innovative financial vehicles. The Trust's initial capitalization 
comes from several partners. Canada Economic Development is contributing $22.8 million, the 
FTQ's Fonds de solidarité is investing $12 million, the Québec government is investing $10 
million, and Fondaction, le Fonds de développement de la CSN pour la coopération et l’emploi, 
is contributing $8 million. This initiative is the fruit of a long process initiated by the Chantier in 
order to meet the capitalization needs of collectively owned and run businesses.  
 
With this fund, patient capital loans (for a 15-year period with capital reimbursement only at the 
end of the term) will be offered to social economy enterprises to cover their start-up, 
development, product and service improvement, acquisition, construction and building 
renovation costs. 
  
In its first five years of operation, the Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will invest $49 million 
and generate over $140 million in total investments. It will occupy a complementary niche, 
making it possible to respond to current financing limitations in the sector.  
 
"Social economy enterprises are an important link in Québec's economy. They produce and 
market socially responsible goods and services. They meet social needs that are inadequately 
or poorly served by the State and private enterprise. They are formidable tools for local and 
regional development, solidarity, democratic participation and anti-poverty action. In order to 
grow, they need financial instruments that are adapted to their mission and needs. Although 
diverse financial vehicles are available, none offer patient capital loans; furthermore, these 
enterprises do not have access to secondary markets that would provide them with additional 
capital. The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will make it possible for us to offer 
complementary and innovative products," stated Nancy Neamtan, president of the trustees' 
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Trust has mandated the Réseau d'investissement social du Québec (RISQ) with the job of 
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capital. The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will make it possible for us to offer 
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The Réseau d'investissement social du Québec is a non-profit venture capital fund created 
by the Chantier in 1997. Its mission is to deliver financial products that are adapted to the 
situation of social economy enterprises.  
 
In Québec, the social economy represents over 7000 collective enterprises that, in 
addition to financial cooperatives, generate sales of over $17.5 billion. Social economy 
enterprises arise from their communities. They are non-profit organizations and cooperatives 
that pursue a social mission. Independent of government and democratically administered, they 
promote both individual and collective participation. For these enterprises, capital and cash are a 
means for serving the community and their members.  
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Québec City, January 11, 2006 – The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will administer a 
$52.8 million patient capital fund for Québec's social economy enterprises. The Chantier de 
l'économie sociale and investors made the announcement in Québec City today. 
 
The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will draw on an unprecedented financial partnership 
comprising private and public funds to provide social economy enterprises (cooperatives and 
non-profit organizations) with innovative financial vehicles. The Trust's initial capitalization 
comes from several partners. Canada Economic Development is contributing $22.8 million, the 
FTQ's Fonds de solidarité is investing $12 million, the Québec government is investing $10 
million, and Fondaction, le Fonds de développement de la CSN pour la coopération et l’emploi, 
is contributing $8 million. This initiative is the fruit of a long process initiated by the Chantier in 
order to meet the capitalization needs of collectively owned and run businesses.  
 
With this fund, patient capital loans (for a 15-year period with capital reimbursement only at the 
end of the term) will be offered to social economy enterprises to cover their start-up, 
development, product and service improvement, acquisition, construction and building 
renovation costs. 
  
In its first five years of operation, the Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will invest $49 million 
and generate over $140 million in total investments. It will occupy a complementary niche, 
making it possible to respond to current financing limitations in the sector.  
 
"Social economy enterprises are an important link in Québec's economy. They produce and 
market socially responsible goods and services. They meet social needs that are inadequately 
or poorly served by the State and private enterprise. They are formidable tools for local and 
regional development, solidarity, democratic participation and anti-poverty action. In order to 
grow, they need financial instruments that are adapted to their mission and needs. Although 
diverse financial vehicles are available, none offer patient capital loans; furthermore, these 
enterprises do not have access to secondary markets that would provide them with additional 
capital. The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will make it possible for us to offer 
complementary and innovative products," stated Nancy Neamtan, president of the trustees' 
council of the Trust. 
 
Enterprises are invited to submit their financing applications beginning on February 1. The 
Trust has mandated the Réseau d'investissement social du Québec (RISQ) with the job of 
receiving and analyzing financing applications and transmitting its recommendations. 
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enterprises do not have access to secondary markets that would provide them with additional 
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Québec City, January 11, 2006 – The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will administer a 
$52.8 million patient capital fund for Québec's social economy enterprises. The Chantier de 
l'économie sociale and investors made the announcement in Québec City today. 
 
The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will draw on an unprecedented financial partnership 
comprising private and public funds to provide social economy enterprises (cooperatives and 
non-profit organizations) with innovative financial vehicles. The Trust's initial capitalization 
comes from several partners. Canada Economic Development is contributing $22.8 million, the 
FTQ's Fonds de solidarité is investing $12 million, the Québec government is investing $10 
million, and Fondaction, le Fonds de développement de la CSN pour la coopération et l’emploi, 
is contributing $8 million. This initiative is the fruit of a long process initiated by the Chantier in 
order to meet the capitalization needs of collectively owned and run businesses.  
 
With this fund, patient capital loans (for a 15-year period with capital reimbursement only at the 
end of the term) will be offered to social economy enterprises to cover their start-up, 
development, product and service improvement, acquisition, construction and building 
renovation costs. 
  
In its first five years of operation, the Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will invest $49 million 
and generate over $140 million in total investments. It will occupy a complementary niche, 
making it possible to respond to current financing limitations in the sector.  
 
"Social economy enterprises are an important link in Québec's economy. They produce and 
market socially responsible goods and services. They meet social needs that are inadequately 
or poorly served by the State and private enterprise. They are formidable tools for local and 
regional development, solidarity, democratic participation and anti-poverty action. In order to 
grow, they need financial instruments that are adapted to their mission and needs. Although 
diverse financial vehicles are available, none offer patient capital loans; furthermore, these 
enterprises do not have access to secondary markets that would provide them with additional 
capital. The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will make it possible for us to offer 
complementary and innovative products," stated Nancy Neamtan, president of the trustees' 
council of the Trust. 
 
Enterprises are invited to submit their financing applications beginning on February 1. The 
Trust has mandated the Réseau d'investissement social du Québec (RISQ) with the job of 
receiving and analyzing financing applications and transmitting its recommendations. 
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enterprises arise from their communities. They are non-profit organizations and cooperatives 
that pursue a social mission. Independent of government and democratically administered, they 
promote both individual and collective participation. For these enterprises, capital and cash are a 
means for serving the community and their members.  
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With this fund, patient capital loans (for a 15-year period with capital reimbursement only at the 
end of the term) will be offered to social economy enterprises to cover their start-up, 
development, product and service improvement, acquisition, construction and building 
renovation costs. 
  
In its first five years of operation, the Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will invest $49 million 
and generate over $140 million in total investments. It will occupy a complementary niche, 
making it possible to respond to current financing limitations in the sector.  
 
"Social economy enterprises are an important link in Québec's economy. They produce and 
market socially responsible goods and services. They meet social needs that are inadequately 
or poorly served by the State and private enterprise. They are formidable tools for local and 
regional development, solidarity, democratic participation and anti-poverty action. In order to 
grow, they need financial instruments that are adapted to their mission and needs. Although 
diverse financial vehicles are available, none offer patient capital loans; furthermore, these 
enterprises do not have access to secondary markets that would provide them with additional 
capital. The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will make it possible for us to offer 
complementary and innovative products," stated Nancy Neamtan, president of the trustees' 
council of the Trust. 
 
Enterprises are invited to submit their financing applications beginning on February 1. The 
Trust has mandated the Réseau d'investissement social du Québec (RISQ) with the job of 
receiving and analyzing financing applications and transmitting its recommendations. 
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renovation costs. 
  
In its first five years of operation, the Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will invest $49 million 
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end of the term) will be offered to social economy enterprises to cover their start-up, 
development, product and service improvement, acquisition, construction and building 
renovation costs. 
  
In its first five years of operation, the Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will invest $49 million 
and generate over $140 million in total investments. It will occupy a complementary niche, 
making it possible to respond to current financing limitations in the sector.  
 
"Social economy enterprises are an important link in Québec's economy. They produce and 
market socially responsible goods and services. They meet social needs that are inadequately 
or poorly served by the State and private enterprise. They are formidable tools for local and 
regional development, solidarity, democratic participation and anti-poverty action. In order to 
grow, they need financial instruments that are adapted to their mission and needs. Although 
diverse financial vehicles are available, none offer patient capital loans; furthermore, these 
enterprises do not have access to secondary markets that would provide them with additional 
capital. The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will make it possible for us to offer 
complementary and innovative products," stated Nancy Neamtan, president of the trustees' 
council of the Trust. 
 
Enterprises are invited to submit their financing applications beginning on February 1. The 
Trust has mandated the Réseau d'investissement social du Québec (RISQ) with the job of 
receiving and analyzing financing applications and transmitting its recommendations. 
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Individuals may contact the RISQ in Montréal at 514 866-2355 and in Québec City at 418 525-
5526, extension 2111 (www.fonds-risq.qc.ca).   
 
Regarding the Chantier de l'économie sociale 
 
The Chantier de l'économie sociale is an independent organisation whose principal mission   
the promotion and development of the social economy. A non-profit corporation, the Chantier’s 
membership is composed of networks of social economy business developers in multiple 
sectors, local development stakeholders and representatives of the major social movements. 
The Réseau d'investissement social du Québec is a non-profit venture capital fund created 
by the Chantier in 1997. Its mission is to deliver financial products that are adapted to the 
situation of social economy enterprises.  
 
In Québec, the social economy represents over 7000 collective enterprises that, in 
addition to financial cooperatives, generate sales of over $17.5 billion. Social economy 
enterprises arise from their communities. They are non-profit organizations and cooperatives 
that pursue a social mission. Independent of government and democratically administered, they 
promote both individual and collective participation. For these enterprises, capital and cash are a 
means for serving the community and their members.  
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enterprises do not have access to secondary markets that would provide them with additional 
capital. The Chantier de l'économie sociale Trust will make it possible for us to offer 
complementary and innovative products," stated Nancy Neamtan, president of the trustees' 
council of the Trust. 
 
Enterprises are invited to submit their financing applications beginning on February 1. The 
Trust has mandated the Réseau d'investissement social du Québec (RISQ) with the job of 
receiving and analyzing financing applications and transmitting its recommendations. 
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